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Agenda

• Who we are: PHMC and Community 
Health Data Base (CHDB)

• Why where Pennsylvanians live affects 
their health and wellbeing

• Pennsylvania’s County Health Rankings

• Community Health Data Base local 
health data 



Who We Are

PHMC and

Community Health Data Base 



About PHMC

• Nonprofit Public Health Institute

• Improving community health since 1972
– Direct services

– Partnership

– Innovation

– Policy

– Research

– Technical Assistance

• 123,000 clients served annually



About  the Community Health Data Base 
(CHDB)

• Established in 1983

• Made up of a network of nearly 400 health 
and human service providers in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania and beyond

• Provides population-based data to 
organizations in this network interested in 
gaining a better understanding of the 
communities they serve and how to best 
meet their needs



About PHMC’s CHDB

A Partner to Government:

• Conducts the Household Health Survey 
biannually which covers hundreds of health 
topic areas

• Data available on 9 Pennsylvania counties

• Small area geographic analysis: 
municipalities, legislative districts, ZIP 
codes, Census tracts

• Data findings are provided to lawmakers and 
government officials about the districts that 
they serve



Place Matters

Health factors and 

health outcomes at state, 

county and local levels



Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s

County Health Rankings

• County-level health rankings completed for all 50 
states

• Rankings are based on formulas that consider 
health outcomes and factors that contribute to 
health

• Multiple data sources, including Census, Vital 
Statistics mortality & birth data, BRFSS health & 
wellbeing data,  FBI crime data

Coordinated by UW’s Population Health Institute 



Source: County Health Rankings Model, UWPHI, 2012



County Health Rankings
Health Factors

Source: Health Factors Map UWPHI, 2012



County Health Rankings
Health Factors

1. Chester – lower % of children in poverty

2. Montgomery – better access to primary care

3. Centre – lower % of adults smoke

65.  Forest – limited access to recreational facilities

66.  Fayette – higher motor vehicle death rate

67.  Philadelphia – higher violent crime rate



County Health Rankings
Health Outcomes

Source: Health Outcomes Map UWPHI, 2012



County Health Rankings
Health Outcomes

1. Union – fewer poor mental health days

2. Chester – fewer report fair or poor health

3. Juniata – fewer babies born at low birth weight

65. Fayette – more report fair or poor health

66. Greene – more poor physical health days 

67. Philadelphia – higher rate of premature death


